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Author Eva Klassen (right) shared her book, Fox in a Box, with Janelle
James and her daughter Tianna at the Winkler Library Saturday.
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Sharing a message
of giving, minimalism

By Ashleigh Viveiros

A former Winklerite was back in
town last weekend to unveil her first
foray into children’s literature.

Eva Klassen, who today calls Win-
nipeg home, stopped by the Winkler
and Morden libraries Saturday to
read from her new book, Fox in a Box,
which includes colourful illustrations
by Leanne Thiessen.

The story about finding value in the
people we love rather than the things
we own is something Klassen hopes
will resonate with kids this holiday
season and beyond.

“It’s about a fox who has accumu-
lated so many things in his box, his
home, that he can’t fit inside any-
more,” she explains. “So he goes on
a bit of a journey of giving his things
away to people that need it and he
creates really sweet relationships as a
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result of that.

“And then at the end he has space in
his box again.”

It's a simple tale, but a powerful
message.

“I didn’t really set out to write a book
about minimalism or the importance
of giving,”reflects Klassen.”It was just
kind of what I was going through at
the time. I was in the process of purg-
ing my things, getting rid of things I
didn’t need because they were just
taking up time and space.

“I went through that process of get-
ting rid of a lot of stuff and I think it
was really valuable for me,” she says.
“And I know, just from working with
kids, that it can be a great thing for
them as well”

It was during her time as a Forest
School Facilitator at FortWhyte Alive

Continued on page 18

Unlimited

/month?

For the first 3 months

xplornet.com




18 The Winkler Morden Voice Thursday, December 5, 2019

> FOX'IN A BOX, FROM PCG. 12

that Klassen began to come up with
the idea for Fox in a Box and other sto-
ries she hopes to follow it with in the
future.

“I would see kids playing with
sticks and rocks and that’s all they
needed to have fun,” she says. “You
don’t necessarily need a whole room
tull of toys.”

Klassen and Thiessen launched a
Kickstarter campaign to raise funds
to print the book at Friesens in Alto-

Author Eva Klassen with her new
children’s book, Fox in a Box. It's
available now at The Olive Tree
and Bloom Petals and Gifts.

na. Over $14,000 was raised in just
a few weeks.

“So many people supported the
Kickstarter. We're really grateful
for that because we couldn’t have
done it without them,” Klassen
says.

She was there at Friesens when
the first copies of the book rolled
off the presses.

“It was surreal because I grew up
in Winkler and I remember going
to Friesens on a field trip,” Klassen
says.“”And now I'm seeing it from
a totally different perspective ... to
see our own book being made felt
a little crazy.”

While Klassen acknowledges
there is a contradiction of sorts in
promoting the purchase of a book
about minimalism, she’s come to
terms with it.

“We created a book with what I
believe is a really important mes-
sage considering the effects of
climate change and our role in
that,” she says, adding the book
was printed on recycled paper
using vegetable-based ink and is
designed to last. “We’d also love
nothing more than for people
to give it away once they’ve out-
grown it.”

Fox in a Box is available right
now through Klassen’s publish-
ing company, Big Mind Books, on-
line at bigmind.ca or locally at The
Olive Tree in Morden and Bloom
Petals and Gifts in Winkler.

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Garden Valley Collegiate’s drama
program is offering dinner and a
show next week.

The Winkler high school is present-
ing a dinner theatre production of
Tim Kelly’s West of Pecos at the school
Dec. 17-18 at 6 p.m. nightly.

Student actors are in the final stages
of rehearsal for the three-act comedy
that tells a fictionalized story about
the legendary lawman Judge Roy
Bean (a.k.a. The Hanging Judge).

GV(’s Chef Johnathan will be serv-
ing up a three-course meal alongside
the on-stage antics. Supper includes
caesar salad, penne pasta with chick-

en parmesan, and brownie bites for
dessert.

Show director Gerald Pauls notes
this is the first time the school has
hosted a dinner theatre.

“It’s a learning process, for sure,” he
says.”We’d like to do this more in the
future because I think it has a lot of
potential as a vehicle for student ac-
tors as a different type of theatre ex-
perience than the usual musical we
do in alternate years.

“And it’s another opportunity to
bring the public into the school, our
home.”

Tickets are $15 and may be pur-
chased in the school office at 736
Main St. or by calling 204-325-8008.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Cody Wiebe (left) as bad guy Johnny-Behind-the-Ace in a showdown
against Jesse Ryman as Judge Roy Bean during a rehearsal for GVC's
production of West of Pecos. The dinner theatre runs Dec. 17-18.

Bringing health-care services closer to home

The provincial government rolled
out plans for the next phase of its
health-care system overhaul last
week.

At the heart of it is a commitment
to bringing improved health-care
capacity closer to home, said Health
Minster Cameron Friesen.

“Our government has committed
to investing $2 billion in Manitoba’s
health-care system over the next four
years including $250 million for ini-
tiatives identified by clinical leaders
that will improve access to services
and reduce wait lists for Manitoba
patients,” he said. “This made-in-
Manitoba plan provides a blueprint
to improve how we plan and where
we deliver services, allowing us to
better meet the needs of rural and
northern residents while reducing
their need to travel to Winnipeg.”

Manitoba’s Clinical and Preventive Ser-
vices Plan was developed by nearly
300 clinical leaders over the past 18
months and included the input of
thousands of front-line providers.

The plan outlines the historical
challenges of delivering care to ru-
ral and remote populations and of-
fers recommendations to enhance
primary and community care across
Manitoba, including improved access
to digital health solutions, diagnos-
tics, emergency response, and patient
transportation.

New investments that support the
plan’s recommendations will reduce
the need for patients to travel to Win-
nipeg for services, which will also

free up capacity at the city’s acute-
care hospitals.

“This plan will guide our efforts to
improve local access to health servic-
es and meet the needs of communi-
ties in areas like prevention, screen-
ing and management of chronic
diseases,” said Lanette Siragusa, pro-
vincial lead, health system integra-
tion and quality, and chief nursing
officer, Shared Health.

“It will support our efforts to build
up some sites to care for sicker pa-
tients closer to home, enhancing local
capabilities and connecting provid-
ers with specialty teams.”

Over the next five years, the plan is
expected to:

* move 21,000 days of care away
from Winnipeg’s acute facilities and
back into local communities across
the province;

e prevent the need for 2,500 patient
transports to Winnipeg, as rural facil-
ities are better equipped to provide
care;

* give all Manitobans access to lab
results via a new secure patient ser-
vice portal, eliminating the need to
travel to doctors and specialists to re-
trieve those results;

e provide 50,000 additional in-per-
son home care visits while modern-
izing the system to provide more and
better care;

* provide 800 Manitobans with ac-
cess to remote monitoring of their
chronic conditions, allowing them to
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